Golden Goa
became the Carnival of the Virgin, he allowed Brahmins whom he
baptized to continue to paint caste marks on their foreheads and to
wear the cord they held sacred. Nor did he look too closely at their
rural feasts, though it seems he could not bring himself to allow
offerings to the lingam in time of drought.
But these concessions, made solely to prevent friction and the
ruin of his plans, got him into difficulties with the heads of the
very Church whose doctrines he was striving to make palatable.
If the Brahmins considered he did not go far enough to meet
them, the hierarchy of Goa thought he had gone too far. His im-
mediate chiefs of the Jesuit Professed House were satisfied that he
had made the best accommodation possible, but the Primate, an
Augustinian named Dom Fr. Christovao de Sa? sent for him in
1616 and expressed his displeasure. What had been done at
Madura did not accord with the policy adopted towards the Hindus
inside Goanese territory. In defence of his concessions de Nobili
submitted a memorandum detailing the delicate nature of such a
conversion as he aspired to bring about. He obtained, curiously
enough, the support of the Grand Inquisitor, Dom Almeida, who
agreed that in the interests of a wide conversion it was necessary,
certainly at first, to distinguish between civil rites and religious
observances, precisely the point which Ricci had raised in China a
few years previously. The matter, however, was of such impor-
tance that reference had to be made to Rome, and in 1623 Pope
Gregory XV decreed that Brahmins converted to Catholicism
might wear then- sacred cord and use caste marks, provided these
were blessed by a Catholic priest.
So dissolved into comparative trivialities de Nobili's dream of
converting the Brahmin hierarchy by means of a grand syncre-
tism. But his experiment was an interesting one, perhaps the
most interesting missionary experiment which has ever been
undertaken. Its intellectuality shows the Jesuits to have been in
this respect a long way ahead of the other religious organizations
hi Goa.
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About a quarter of a mile north of the Jesuits' Professed House,
in the principal square, the Terreiro de Sabaio, was an institution
of a very different Hnd. Occupying the whole southern side of the
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